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As the year draws to a close, we find ourselves looking 
back on where we’ve been—and ahead to where God is 
leading us. The contrast between then and now is often 
subtle in daily life, but at Mountain States Children’s Home, 
those changes tell powerful stories of growth, healing, and 
renewal.

Then…A child arrives feeling unsure, overwhelmed, 
or burdened by circumstances no young person should 
have to carry. Many come to us believing they are alone, 
unseen, or without a clear path forward.

Now…We see that same child begin to smile again. We 
see trust form, confidence grow, and hope take root. 

They discover talents they didn’t know they had, 
build relationships that strengthen them, and learn skills 
that prepare them for life beyond our campus.   Through 
counseling, education, structure, and unconditional care, 
“then” transforms into “now” – one heart at a time.

This transformation doesn’t happen overnight, and 
it doesn’t happen by accident. It happens because people 
like you continue to believe in the mission of helping 
children reclaim their futures. Every year, we witness 
stories of resilience that remind us why Mountain States 
Children’s Home exists.  Children who once struggled are 
now succeeding in school. Teens who once felt lost are now 
planning for college or meaningful careers. Families once 
fractured are now rebuilding with newfound stability and 
hope.

As we look ahead, we are grateful for how far we’ve 
come – but we also recognize how much more we can do. 
Each “now” story is a testament to what your support makes 
possible.

As you consider your year-end giving, we ask you to 
partner with us once again.

Your generosity ensures that more children can 
experience the transformation from then to now—from 
uncertainty to security, from fear to confidence, from 
brokenness to healing. Your year-end contribution is more 
than a donation—it’s an invitation for a child to write a 
new chapter.

Thank you for being part of this ministry. Thank you 
for believing in the work we do. And thank you for helping 
turn “then” into “now” for every child who walks through 
our doors.

		  With Gratitude,

From the From the Executive DirectorExecutive Director

Nick with wife, 
Abby, & their 

children; Brynlee 
(15), Bridger (9), & 

Bristol (12).
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In 2002, MSCH held its very first Benefit Auction 
fundraiser. At that inaugural event, Office Manager, Darla 
Geiger modeled jewelry for the live auction (right). 

On October 11, 2025, we celebrated the 22nd Gala Dinner 
and Auction, Cultivating Seeds of Hope, presented by CHP, 
Paint Co. The evening raised over $150,000 in support of the 
mission of MSCH. Our Fund-an-Item alone produced more 
than $65,000 in seed money to help plant a new cottage on 
campus.

Although attendance was lower this year, the Dessert Dash brought 
in its largest total yet – nearly $32,000. We also introduced a brand-new 
“Blind Bid” and, in keeping with the evening’s theme, offered a selection of 
beautiful plant packages. (The winners are pictured below). Guests had the 
opportunity to write encouraging notes to our kids through the “Bouquet 
of Hope,” a heartfelt collection that now hangs in the counseling wing of 

our office.
I t  w a s  a 

wonderful night 
to celebrate and 
inspire growth 
in the lives of 
c h i l d r e n  a n d 
families. 
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More Gala Pictures on the Next PageMore Gala Pictures on the Next Page

One of the highlights of 
the evening was honoring 
o u r  V o l u n t e e r  A w a r d 
re cipients  –  long-time 
thrift store volunteers, Guz 
& Bruni Guzman, whose 
faithful service has blessed 
MSCH for many years. Their 
dedication and joy continue 
to make a lasting impact on 
our mission and community.

Above: Amber & Trent
“dashing” for dessert.

Below: Volunteer, Jasea & the 
Bouquet of Hope

We hope you will make plans to join 
the Mountain States “Home Team” 
next year at our 23rd Gala Dinner 
and Auction on October 10, 2026!

Join the HomeHome team!

Nick Mears with 
wife, Abby, & daughter, 

Brynlee (6 months) 
when they joined the 

team in 2011.



We welcomed two 
new kids to campus:

Left: Noah (13) 
Right: Isabella (14).

New New 
Kids!Kids!

The Russells enjoyed a beautiful fall day 
at Anderson Farms with the girls’ cottage!
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Clay & Katie (Relief houseparents)

We clean up nice!We clean up nice!

Gala night also brought 
some extra fun at our 
photo booth, provided for 
free thanks to A Better 
Day Cleaning. Our kids 
had the chance to take 
pictures with live auction 
donor and American Ninja 
Warrior, Nate Hansen. His 
kindness and enthusiasm 
brought big smiles and 
unforgettable memories to 
the evening!

“Gnarly” “Gnarly” 
NateNate

Our campus was recently blessed by a local permanent 
holiday-lighting company here in Northern Colorado. 
Ryan and Alyssa Benson, owners of Trimlight NoCo, have 
partnered with MSCH through several fundraising events 
over the years, and this fall they wanted to bring a little 
year-round cheer directly to campus.

They organized a full volunteer install day, providing the 
lighting completely free of charge – and even treated the campus 
to lunch! Their generosity has already brightened our nights with 
fun Halloween effects, a cozy Thanksgiving glow, and now the 
joy of Christmas lights that make the whole campus feel festive.

Ryan and Alyssa are truly a gift to our MSCH family, and we 
are so grateful for their kindness and service.

Mike & Sara (Boys houseparents) Alan & Haylee (Girls houseparents)

Fall Fun!



Memorial and Honor Gifts are beautiful ways to honor those that have made a 
difference in our lives. The MSCH family wants you to know how special your 
tribute gifts are to us.  Your gift blesses the lives of our children & families.

Thank You!

M E M O R I A L S

HONORARIUMS

Fan Morrison
  Joy May
Arthur Douglas Myers & Helen
     Ray Myers
  Valarie Myers Ramsey
Randy Nelson
  Jim and Carol Foster
Marica Ortiz
  Charles & Nancy Pearce
Deanna Patton
  Donald Patton
John Robert Pena
  Jerry & Carolyn Whitehead
Donnie Petross
  Lajuan Barrett
Jan Pontow
  Sherry Foster
Mike Price
  Casper Church of Christ,
     Casper, WY
Dawn Rehbein
  Cathleen Constable
George Loren Reynolds
  Justin, Cristin, & Isabel Boeck
  Mike & Dee Boeck
  Melanie Hess
  Alyssa, Jeremy, Sydney, &
     Henry Jacobson
  Mike & Pam Jasberg
  Del & Cindy Linton
  Gladys Maki
Denny Rogers
  Sandra Jackson
Marjean Rogers
  Susan Towles
Donald Rosebrough
  Sandy Rosebrough
Jean Rutledge
  Glenn & Carol Gantenbein
  Ronna Hladek
Rylan Schadegg
  Casper Church of Christ,
     Casper, WY
Rae Lynn Schneider
  Marsha Davis
Sherry Schneider
  Marsha Davis
Lorena Sinkbeil
  Susan Towles
Pat Slaughter
  Scott & Rachel Williams
Gerald & Thelma Smith
  Colville Church of Christ,
     Colville, WA
Gordon & Jini Smith
  Michael & Nanci Bottcher

Karl Hoff
  Beth Campbell
  Ron, Shari, & Thomas Stroup
Jim Hunter
  Phyllis Dunkin
  Bruce & Yvonne Thompson
M. Colene Ingraham
  Kay Moore
David G. Johnson
  James & Carol Foster
  Larry & Jill Petrillo
Josh Jones
  Sharon Maag
Monte Jones
  Sharon Maag
Gene Keller
  Dan & Sheila Haggard
Tim Kelley
  Jack & Wanda Wells
Breanna Leigh Kelly
  Shirley Kelly
Viva Kemp
  Charles & Nancy Pearce
Betty Kepley
  Karen Canter
Esther Kile
  Hugh Kile
Dorothy Laidlaw
  Elizabeth Campbell
Jeryl Lee
  Casper Church of Christ,
     Casper, WY
Dianne Lewis
  Anonymous
John & Mildred Lewis
  Michael & Nanci Bottcher
Gale Loomis
  Dennis Franklin
Ernie & Leta Maag
  Sharon Maag
Roger Maag
  Sharon Maag
Kevin Maki
  Gladys Maki
Gina Males
  Glenn & Linda Hardy
Tandi McBlair
  Becky Tamlin
Bill McCaughan
  W. Gregg Strawn
Larry McKean
  Sandra Jackson
Irene L. Migliore
  Carolyn Erickson
Ruth Morris
  Sherry Foster

Bill Dismang
  Michael & Nanci Bottcher
  Linda Dismang
Clarence & Barbara Dixon
  Patricia Ballard
  Judith Dixon
Janet Ellen Eggar
  Rachel Ellen Pew
Estel & Mary Nell Eggleston
  Homer & Oma Parman
Connie Elliott
  Cathryn Chapman
  Darrell & Barbara Cronk
  Maddy Dragoo
  Peggy Karnes
  Larry & Mary King
  Marie Koolstra
  Joyce Schneider
  Calvin & Linda Smith
Lowell “Ode” Emerson
  Betty Emerson
Elfriede Englehart
  Rick & Ruthie Wheeler
Bonnie Fike
  Cole Mill Road Church of
     Christ, Durham, NC
  Edward & Suzanne Goodwin
  LaDonna Lee
  Tamera MacFarlane
  Keith & Michelle Porter
  Barry & Anita Schiebel
  Waverly Advisors
Jerry Foster
  Sherry Foster
Sarah Nell Gabriel
  Sue, Ronnie, Susan, Rick, &
     Mark Lemley
  Paul Marinari
  Debra Rendon
Sylvia Garrison
  University Church of Christ
Gary Graham
  Craig & Deb Graham
Lindell Grover
  Kathy Grover
Sharyn Gueterman
  Wally & Vickie Wolanski
Randy Hartman
  Judith Hirschfeld
Ken & Faye Hendrick
  Lisa Hendrick
David Earl Herrington
  Dennis & Andrea Herrington
Earl & Ruth Herrington
  Dennis & Andrea Herrington

Douglas A. Abbey
  Betty Abbey
Pam Alfred
  Karl & Marilyne Brooks
  Martin & Debra Buchanan
  Gladys Maki
  Chris and Lisa Ward
Geraldine Allen
  Linda Schutte
Linda Allen
  Lynn Allen
Remington Anderson
  Randy & Ruth Anderson
Lowell Baker
  Dennis Franklin
Wynona Baker
  Danny J. Baker
Doreen Beeson
  Glenn & Linda Hardy
Bob & Helen Bland
  Jerry & Loma Megilligan
  Becky Tamlin
Christie Boles
  James & Carol Foster
  Larry & Jill Petrillo
  Steve & Abby Smith
Glynda Crooks Boren
  Jerry & Amy Crooks
Leola J. Bowers
  Donald Bowers
Esther Breeze
  Howard Breeze
Marvin, Emily, &
     James Norris Brown
  Jack & Emily Rudd
Marge Burman
  Bill & Debbie Eckhardt
  Laura Edmondson
George Campbell
  Terry & Cathy Campbell
Gerald Carrico
  Sally Carrico
Marsha Cato
  Jerry & Carolyn Whitehead
Maurine Cato
  Jerry & Carolyn Whitehead
Jim & Vivian Cheney
  Cheney Family Trust
Lyndel Dague
  J.T. Priestley
Richard Danielson
  Keith & Rena Miller
Retha Davis
  Sandra Jackson
Lee Dean
  Stephanie Dean

July 1, 2025 - October 31, 2025

BIRTHDAYS
Stephen D. “Steve”
     DePasse’s 60th

  Zella DePasse

GENERAL
Dustin Hanna
  Scott & Rachel Williams
Clay & Katie Russell
  Carole Jones

RETIREMENT
John & Kathy Oberholzer
  Carole Jones
  Sharon Townsend

66 Then
& Now

Can you believe it? The Sojourners have been 
coming to MSCH for 30 years! First featured in our 
newsletter back in 1995, this incredible ministry group 
has faithfully made the trip to our campus from all over 
the United States for three full decades.

Their commitment has never wavered – and this year 
was no exception. Not only did they roll up their sleeves 
for projects on campus, but they also tackled several 
major jobs at our thrift store, blessing both sides of our 
ministry with their hard work and servant hearts.

We are profoundly grateful for their decades of 
dedication and the lasting 
impact they continue to 
make.

Jeanie Smith
  Beverley Lee
Cynde Stoakes
  Linda Schutte
Richard & Maxine Tamlin
  Jerry & Loma Megilligan
  Becky Tamlin
Alan Townsend
  Steve & Deena Stanley
  Sharon Townsend
Doug Troudt
  Sandra Jackson
Mary Troxell
  Alan Troxell
Dwayne Vig
  Norman & Susan Delbridge
  Prairie City Church of Christ,
     Prairie City, SD
Marilyn Vincent
  Joel White & Linda Keller
Ann Walcott
  Jane Buntley
  Gary Walcott
Marty Wallace
  Mr. & Mrs. Randy Wallace
Robert “Bob” Waterman
  Glenna Waterman
Rowland Welch
  David & Jennifer Trout
Don Wick
  Sharon Townsend
Owanah Wick
  Sharon Townsend
Don Winger
  Jeff & Janet Winger

Memorial & Honor GiftsMemorial & Honor Gifts
77

Click Click here to  to 
donate donate or use or use 
the QR Code.the QR Code.

https://host.nxt.blackbaud.com/donor-form?svcid=renxt&formId=0a123d1a-cdac-4bd5-b49a-bd597c8e3210&envid=p-sRVV9a7ScEGAbGAK1PB_2w&zone=usa
https://host.nxt.blackbaud.com/donor-form/?svcid=renxt&formId=0a123d1a-cdac-4bd5-b49a-bd597c8e3210&envid=p-sRVV9a7ScEGAbGAK1PB_2w&zone=usa
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